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DEPARTURE FROM PREVIOUS existing structures
used in the creation of art works invites innovation,
experimentation, novelty and new inroads.

This body of work attempts to transcend the borders
that have been present in previous works...pushing
pulling....wrestling...to simplify subject matter.

In essence, it is an on-going dialogue with the
muse...to communicate an ethos, an environment,
an attitude as to how | construct and present visual
statements.

— Shastri, November 2010










THE PRIMARY SUBJECT matter of the exhibition
Fringe is the landscape. Contemporary painting
of the landscape in Trinidad and Tobago may have
emerged out of a need to depict the natural world
and to memorialize the appearance and style of
our man-made places. To this we are indebted to
Michel Jean Cazabon and those persons who com-
missioned the finely rendered vegetation and top-
ographic subject of his paintings. His landscapes
revealed a particular way of seeing the physi-
cal features of the environment as a medium for
treating light and colour as a romance of nature.

Shastri Maharaj's landscape paintings would like
to eschew these origins, to move beyond depic-
tion and into the experimental use of paint for the
simple transformation of a scene, especially the fast
disappearing empty open field with its borderland
of mountains, into a primary visual experience. The
landscape in this exhibition is his way of exploring
the edges of a memory, a way of treating with the
spirit, beliefs and aspirations manifest in a place.

- Ken Crichlow
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